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Land-Surface Emissivity Retrieval in MSG–SEVIRI
TIR Channels Using MODIS Data

Leonardo F. Peres, Renata Libonati, and Carlos C. DaCamara

Abstract—A procedure is presented that allows using informa-
tion from the MODerate resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
(MODIS) sensor to improve the quality of emissivity maps for the
Meteosat Second Generation/Spinning Enhanced Visible and In-
frared Imager (SEVIRI) currently in use as input to a generalized
split window (SW) algorithm for land-surface temperature (LST)
retrievals in the operational chain of the Satellite Application
Facility on Land Surface Analysis (LSA SAF). Information from
MODIS is incorporated by means of linear regression models
expressing emissivity in SEVIRI thermal-infrared channels as a
linear combination of emissivities in MODIS bands. The linear
models are applied to the MODIS emissivity product MOD11C3,
and a comparison is performed with the operational LSA-SAF
product. Special attention is devoted to the semiarid and arid
regions of North Africa where emissivity is highly variable. When
compared with the new emissivity maps, the LSA-SAF product
displays more uniform emissivity values over these regions, lead-
ing to higher retrievals for all channels (bias around 0.03) except
for IR3.9 (bias from −0.05 to −0.08). The root-mean-square error
(RMSE) varies from 0.06 to 0.09 (0.02 to 0.03) for IR3.9 (IR10.8
and IR12.0) and is about 0.06 for IR8.7. The impact on LST is
assessed by comparing the retrievals from a SW algorithm using
as input the following: 1) the SEVIRI emissivity LSA-SAF product
and 2) SEVIRI emissivity maps from MOD11C3. The uncertainty
in the LSA-SAF emissivity product results into LST values with
bias ranging from −0.4 to −1.0 K and RMSE around 1.6 K. The
new emissivity maps based on MODIS data may be an alternative
to the standard LSA-SAF emissivity product over semiarid and
arid areas, which cover 26% of the land surfaces within the
SEVIRI full disk.

Index Terms—Emissivity, land-surface temperature (LST),
linear regression, MSG/SEVIRI, TERRA/MODerate resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS).

I. INTRODUCTION

THE retrieval of land-surface temperature (LST) from
space data is still a challenging task, and most of diffi-

culties encountered are mainly related to the fact that a single
radiance measurement is not only affected by LST but also
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by land-surface emissivity as well as by the thermal structure
and composition of the atmosphere. Therefore, any accurate re-
trieval of LST based on remote sensing measurements requires
a proper characterization of the atmospheric influence as well
as a net distinction between the effects of LST and emissivity.
Even considering the special case of a perfect homogeneous,
isothermal, and smooth surface and assuming that the signal has
been corrected for all atmospheric influences, a single thermal
infrared (TIR) measurement leads to a number of equations
that is always less than the number of unknowns. If solely
based on observations, the separation of the effects of LST and
emissivity is not possible, and therefore, radiative data alone
cannot lead to a unique solution of the LST retrieval problem
[1]–[3]. One way to close the system of equations is by means
of an a priori assignment of values of emissivity, and methods
commonly used in operational environments, such as the ones
based on split window (SW) algorithms (e.g., [4]–[7]), do rely
on information extracted from maps of emissivity. In this case,
the accuracy of provided emissivity values plays a determinant
role on the quality of the retrieved LST.

Because of its simplicity, methods to estimate emissivity
using the normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) have
been applied to various sensors providing information on the
visible/near infrared [8]. Estimates of emissivity are also usu-
ally obtained by combining information on the land cover type
as provided by land classifications maps [9]–[11] with labo-
ratory measurements of emissivity as extracted from spectral
libraries [12]–[14]. The main advantage of such classification-
based emissivity methods is that they offer the possibility of
obtaining maps at a global scale. Moreover, no correction
of TIR radiance is required, and therefore, no information is
required about the atmospheric state. However, when using
such type of methods, there is the difficulty of finding a proper
way of combining laboratory measurements of emissivity to
adequately characterize the different land cover classes [15].
This is especially true when a given surface type (e.g., bare soil)
encompasses a large variety of materials, which, in turn, are far
from being homogeneous. For instance, satellite observations
from the Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflec-
tion Radiometer (ASTER) and the MODerate resolution Imag-
ing Spectroradiometer (MODIS) over semiarid and arid regions
show significant spatial variability of emissivity associated to
the diversity of soils, sands, and rocks; however, land cover
maps usually classify such heterogeneous regions as a single
surface type, namely, barren, desert, or bare soils [16].

Peres and DaCamara [17] have derived emissivity maps that
provide information on emissivity in channels IR3.9, IR8.7,
IR10.8, and IR12.0 of the Spinning Enhanced Visible and
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Infrared Imager (SEVIRI) on board Meteosat Second Gener-
ation (MSG) satellites. The procedure relies on the vegetation
cover method [15] where land surface is considered as a het-
erogeneous system. Catalogued values of emissivity are used to
compute emissivity values within SEVIRI channels, and infor-
mation from the International Geosphere-Biosphere Program
(IGBP) land cover map [10] is used to distinguish the different
types of land surfaces occurring within the SEVIRI full disk.
Proportions of vegetation and ground are then obtained based
on information about the fraction of vegetation cover, and an
effective emissivity is finally computed. Obtained maps are
used for LST retrieval by the generalized SW algorithm [18]
that is currently in use in the operational chain of the Satellite
Application Facility on Land Surface Analysis (LSA SAF)
[19]. Despite its computational efficiency, the ability of the
SW algorithm to meet the predefined goal of 2.0 K in LST
accuracy [20] crucially depends on the quality of provided maps
of emissivity. As expected, problems in the quality of the LSA-
SAF LST product have been found over semiarid and arid areas
which cover 26% of the land surfaces within the SEVIRI full
disk, virtually all corresponding to the Saharan and the Arabian
Peninsula regions [17]. Wan et al. [21] have pointed out that
the classification-based methods used in the 1-km MODIS LST
products [14] tend to overestimate emissivity over semiarid and
arid regions, leading to an underestimation of LST by the gener-
alized SW algorithm [7]. The quality of the 1-km MODIS LST
estimations is poor over these areas, and the usage of LST prod-
ucts based on SW algorithms is especially recommended over
lakes, water bodies, snow/ice, and dense vegetated areas where
emissivity is well known a priori. The retrieval of LST over
regions where emissivity is poorly known has, in turn, to rely on
methods that do not require a priori knowledge of emissivity.
In this respect, the validation of LST and emissivity retrievals
from MODIS [21] and ASTER data [22] has shown that the
MODIS and the ASTER LST/Emissivity products as retrieved
respectively by the day/night method [2] and the temperature-
emissivity separation (TES) algorithm [3] provide accurate
results over semiarid and arid regions because the method
ology allows a simultaneous retrieval of LST and emissivity.

Accordingly, the aim of this paper is to discuss how informa-
tion from other sensors may be used to improve the quality of
currently used emissivity maps for SEVIRI over semiarid and
arid regions where emissivity is poorly known. We will devote
special attention to the MODIS instrument on board TERRA
and AQUA satellites and deal with the problem of finding how
emissivity in the SEVIRI TIR channels may be optimally ex-
pressed by means of linear combinations of emissivities in
MODIS bands. For this purpose, different linear regression
models are first calibrated using emissivity data from the
ASTER spectral library that includes data from three different
sources, namely, the John Hopkins University (JHU) Spectral
Library, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) Spectral Library,
and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS-Reston) Spectral Li-
brary [23]. Calibrated models are then validated against emis-
sivity data from the MODIS University of California, Santa
Barbara (MODIS-UCSB) Emissivity Library. The obtained
optimal linear models are then applied to obtain emissivity
maps for SEVIRI channels using, as input, emissivities from

TABLE I
SPECTRAL BANDS IN THE TIR FOR SEVIRI AND MODIS SENSORS

the MODIS/TERRA LST/Emissivity Monthly Global 0.05-
degree geographic Climate Modeling Grid (CMG) product
(MOD11C3). Since the new SEVIRI emissivity maps based on
MODIS data will correspond to the MODIS viewing geometry,
a semiempirical non-Lambertian model is proposed that allows
converting emissivity from MODIS into SEVIRI view angles.

A comparison between the operational SEVIRI LSA-SAF
emissivity product and the new SEVIRI emissivity maps based
on the MOD11C3 product is performed for January, April,
July, and October 2006, and special emphasis is put on the
North Africa region where the following conditions are true:
1) emissivity is highly variable; 2) the highest LSA-SAF er-
rors are expected to occur; and 3) the day/night algorithm
is expected to allow a proper characterization of emissivity.
Finally, the impact on LST is also assessed by comparing the
retrievals from a SW algorithm using as input the following:
1) the SEVIRI emissivity LSA-SAF product and 2) SEVIRI
emissivity maps from MOD11C3.

II. METHOD AND DATA

The overall procedure consists of the following four steps:
1) preparing data for the calibration and validation of the linear
regression models to be developed; 2) calibrating and validating
the models; 3) applying the developed models together with
retrieved emissivity values from the MODIS sensor to generate
maps of land-surface emissivity (LSE) for SEVIRI channels
over the MSG disk; and 4) using the new SEVIRI emissivity
maps as input to a SW algorithm in order to retrieve LST over
the MSG disk.

Table I presents a systematic intercomparison of TIR chan-
nels of SEVIRI and MODIS instruments. It may be noted that
the MODIS day/night LST algorithm provides estimates of
emissivity in seven TIR bands (i.e., channels 20, 22, 23, 29, 31,
32, and 33), all bands but one (i.e., channel 33) lying within the
range covered by SEVIRI channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8, and
IR12.0. Taking into account the radiometric resolution and the
multiple TIR bands as well as the global coverage provided by
the TERRA and AQUA platforms, the MODIS instrument ap-
pears as a particularly useful source of information for building
up maps of emissivity.

We began by setting up the data sets of channel emissivities
for both SEVIRI and MODIS channels covering a wide variety
of materials. For this purpose, we have relied on the JHU and
the JPL spectral libraries, both included in the ASTER library.
We have also used data from the MODIS-UCSB Emissivity
Library which were reserved for validation purposes. The
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Fig. 1. Spectral emissivity for four different samples, including (a) milk
quartz (125–500-μm size range) from JPL, (b) dry grass (sample 1) from
MODIS-UCSB, (c) basalt cobble covered with desert varnish provided by John
Salisbury, and (d) dark yellowish brown silty clay (aridisol class) from JHU.

ASTER library provides a comprehensive collection of over
2300 spectra of a wide variety of materials, including rocks,
minerals, lunar soils, terrestrial soils, man-made materials,
meteorites, vegetation, snow, and ice, covering the visible
through TIR wavelength region (0.4–15.4 μm). Materials were
restricted to those belonging to vegetation, water, soil, rocks,
and man-made classes because the spectra of those classes
were measured in directional hemispherical reflectance (DHR)
allowing the derivation of spectral emissivity by means of
Kirchhoff’s law [24], i.e.,

ε(λ, θ) = 1− ρ(λ, θ) (1)

where ε(λ, θ) is the directional emissivity at the wavelength λ
and angle θ and ρ(λ, θ) is the corresponding DHR at the same
wavelength, for radiation impinging at the same angle.

Dune sands were represented by means of the milk quartz
(125–500-μm size range), based on information from the JPL
library. Desert surfaces were further characterized using infor-
mation (kindly provided by J. W. Salisbury) about basalt cobble
covered with desert varnish, thick enough to mask the spectral
signature of the underlying rock [13]. Spectral emissivity values
computed from (1) and obtained from the four aforementioned
spectra collections used in this work (i.e., JHU, JPL, John W.
Salisbury, and MODIS-UCBS) are shown in Fig. 1 for four
representative samples.

Based on the definition of channel emissivity, the spectral
emissivity values were then used to evaluate emissivity for
the following: 1) SEVIRI channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.9, and
IR12.0 and 2) MODIS channels 20, 22, 23, 29, and 31. Ac-
cordingly, we have computed the so-called emissivity for a
given channel c of a given sensor (i.e., SEVIRI and MODIS),
εSENSOR_c, as follows:

εSENSOR_c =

λ=λ2∫
λ=λ1

fc(λ)ε(λ, θ)B(λ, Ts)dλ

λ=λ2∫
λ=λ1

fc(λ)B(λ, Ts)dλ

(2)

Fig. 2. Emissivity values for SEVIRI channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8, and
IR12.0 with respect to vegetation, soil, and rock classes. Boxes have lines at
the lower quartile, median, and upper quartile values. Box whiskers delimit the
entire range of the data set.

where SENSOR_c may take the values SEVIRI_c or
MODIS_c, fc(λ) is the spectral response function of the con-
sidered sensor in channel c, B(λ, Ts) refers to the emitted
radiance as given by Planck’s function for the surface temper-
ature Ts, and λ1 and λ2 are respectively the lower and upper
limits of the channel spectral range. It may be noted that the
assumption of a constant value for Ts (e.g., Ts = 300.0 K)
does not introduce significant errors since the dependence of
emissivity on temperature is usually very small for most surface
materials. For instance, different works (e.g., [7] and [25]) have
shown that the Planck’s function term in (2) may be taken out
of the weighting process without introducing significant errors.

Values of εSEVIRI_c and εMODIS_c were accordingly esti-
mated for appropriate channels (see Table I) for a calibration set
made of 182 samples from the JHU and JPL libraries as well as
from data provided by John W. Salisbury. Values of εSEVIRI_c
and εMODIS_c were also estimated for a validation set made
of 134 samples from the MODIS-UCSB Library. Fig. 2 shows
the obtained values of εSEVIRI_c as a box-and-whisker plot for
three classes of materials, namely, vegetation, soil, and rock.
The boxes have lines at the lower quartile, median, and upper
quartile values, and the whiskers extending from each end of the
boxes delimit the entire range of the data set. It may be noted
that, for most samples, the lowest values of emissivity are found
around 3.9 μm, whereas the largest ones occur around 12.0 μm.
With respect to emissivity variability, values near 3.9 μm
present the largest fluctuations (0.402 to 0.991), followed by
8.7 (0.474 to 0.995), 11.0 (0.715 to 0.996), and 12.0 μm (0.870
to 0.991) spectral bands. In general, obtained results indicate
that emissivity values for vegetation are larger and present less
variability than that for soils and rocks.

Let us assume that the emissivity in a given SEVIRI TIR
channel c, εSEVIRI_c, may be expressed by means of a linear
combination of MODIS channel emissivities, i.e.,

εSEVIRI_c =

N∑
MODIS_c=1

aMODIS_cεMODIS_c + bMODIS (3)
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where predictors εMODIS_c are the MODIS channel emissivi-
ties and aMODIS_c and bMODIS are the unknown coefficients
of the model, to be estimated by means of a least square
regression. The model given by (3) is calibrated using pairs
(εSEVIRI_c, εMODIS_c) as extracted from the aforementioned
calibration set of 182 samples. The model is then validated
against the validation set of 134 pairs.

Linear models based on (3) allow converting emissivity from
MODIS bands to SEVIRI bands. Emissivity maps for SEVIRI
channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8, and IR12.0 within the SEVIRI
disk were therefore obtained in this study by applying the
calibrated and validated regressions to the MOD11C3 monthly
CMG LST/Emissivity product (Collection-4). This product
consists of global gridded composites of monthly averaged tem-
perature and emissivity defined at the 0.05◦ spatial resolution of
the CMG. If the daily (MOD11C1) and eight-day (MOD11C2)
products may be able to capture fine vegetation changes and
surface wetness variations, the monthly (MOD11C3) product
presents the advantage of providing LSE data without gaps
due to satellite coverage and clouds. The retrieval of MODIS
LST/Emissivity is based on the physics-based day/night algo-
rithm [2] that provides emissivity values for seven MODIS
bands (20, 22, 23, 29, and 31–33). The validation of the day/
night method using MODIS Airborne Simulator data indi-
cates that retrieved values of LST agree with in situ measure-
ments within ±1 K in the range of 263–322 K, recommending
the use of the method over bare and sparse vegetated areas [21].
The MODIS emissivity products based on the day/night algo-
rithm were also evaluated using ground-based measurements
over a semidesert region, and results show that, on average, the
emissivity is underestimated by 0.015 [26]. Recent validation
efforts further show that the difference between emissivities
retrieved using the day/night algorithm and measured in two
field campaigns, one in a desert site and another in grassland,
was less than 0.0075 in the 10–12.5-μm range [27].

It may be finally noted that the developed linear models allow
converting emissivity in MODIS bands to SEVIRI bands, but
the resultant emissivity will correspond to the MODIS view
angles, not to SEVIRI disk view angles. Snyder et al. [28] have
measured the spectral, angular emissivity, and bidirectional
reflectance of different materials in the 3–14-μm range and
concluded that the change in emissivity with angle was small
across the entire range for all of the materials except sand.
For bare sand, the change was approximately 2% in the 3.7-,
11.0-, and 12.0-μm regions and was as large as 4% in the
8.7-μm region. Emissivity in Advanced Very High Resolution
Radiometer (AVHRR) channel 3 (3.75 μm), as retrieved from
bidirectional reflectivity over Northern Africa, exhibited strong
variations (up to 15%) for large angles [29]. Similar results
for sand were obtained in previous angular emissivity studies
[30]. The experimental investigation of the angular variation of
the infrared emissivity in the TIR (8–14 μm) band revealed a
decrease of emissivity with increasing viewing angle, with clay,
sand, slime, and gravel showing variations of approximately
1%–3% from 0◦ to 65◦ views, whereas a homogeneous grass
cover does not show angular dependence [31]. Petitcolin et al.
[32] have also shown that the angular variation of emissivity at
3.7 μm is small for vegetation, whereas it may be up to 10%

between nadir and 60◦ view angle for arid and desert areas.
In the case of directional emissivity around 11.0 and 12.0 μm,
both angular variations are similar, showing a decrease over arid
and sandy areas by 3% if the zenithal view angle shifts from
0◦ to 60◦. For vegetation-covered areas, no significant angular
variations are observed [33]. In general, the angular variation
is more pronounced for bare soils (arid) than for vegetation-
covered surfaces, and angular emissivity effects should be
considered in case of sand.

A modified semiempirical Minnert model [34] describing the
non-Lambertian behavior of the land surface may be used to
convert from MODIS into SEVIRI view angles. This model was
successfully applied to the bidirectional reflectivity in AVHRR
channel 3 [32] as well as in MSG/SEVIRI channel 4 [35].
According to the Minnert model and taking (1) into account,
the directional emissivity in SEVIRI bands as obtained from
MODIS may be represented by

εSEVIRI_c (θvMODIS
)

= 1− 2π

k + 1
ρ0SEVIRI_c

cosk−1 (θvMODIS
) (4)

where εSEVIRI_c(θvMODIS
) is the directional emissivity in SE-

VIRI channel c, but corresponding to the MODIS view zenith
angle θvMODIS

, ρ0SEVIRI_c
is the reflectivity when both the view

zenith angle and solar zenith angle equal to zero, and k is a
parameter between 0 and 1, the upper limit corresponding to
a Lambertian surface. Inverting (4), the reflectivity in SEVIRI
channel c to nadir is given by

ρ0SEVIRI_c

=
k + 1

2π cosk−1(θvMODIS)
[1− εSEVIRI_c(θvMODIS)] . (5)

Combining (4) for SEVIRI view zenith angle θvSEVIRI
and (5),

the directional emissivity in SEVIRI channel c at SEVIRI disk
view zenith angles can be derived as

εSEVIRI_c (θvSEVIRI
)

= 1−
[
cos (θvSEVIRI

)

cos (θvMODIS
)

]k−1

[1− εSEVIRI_c (θvMODIS
)] . (6)

Depending on the surface type and cover, values of k nor-
mally vary between 0.6 and 0.8 and are estimated by regression
between modeled and measured reflectances [29], [32], [35].
Assuming a mean value of 0.7 for k and limiting observations
for view zenith angles less than 50◦, when the surface emis-
sivity is low (e.g., 0.8), there will be a theoretical maximum
error of 0.01. A positive linear correlation of k with NDVI was
observed [32], and an empirical model correlating k with NDVI
may be addressed in the future.

Conversion from MODIS into SEVIRI view angles should
be applied with due care when using MODIS LST/Emissivity
products based on the composition of different observations. In
such cases, both view zenith angle and emissivity information
stored in the product are average values from multiple MODIS
observations.
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Fig. 3. Response functions for (solid curve) SEVIRI and (dash-dotted curve) MODIS channels.

TABLE II
QUALITY FIT OF LINEAR MODELS TO ESTIMATE EMISSIVITY IN

SEVIRI CHANNELS BASED ON EMISSIVITY IN MODIS CHANNELS.
LINES IN BOLD IDENTIFY THE CHOSEN LINEAR MODELS

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Calibration and Validation

Fig. 3 presents the response functions of the considered
channels of SEVIRI and MODIS instruments. Since SEVIRI
bands have broader spectral ranges than MODIS, when build-
ing up regression models for a given SEVIRI band, we have
analyzed all possible combinations of MODIS channels that
are located within that SEVIRI band. As shown in Table II, for
each SEVIRI channel, the quality of model fit was assessed by
means of the root-mean-square error (RMSE) and the adjusted
coefficient of determination (R2

adj). It is worth noting that
RMSE was computed in both stages of calibration (i.e., using
the data set from JHU) and validation (i.e., using the data set
from MODIS-UCSB).

In the case of SEVIRI channel IR3.9, the best results are
obtained by combining either MODIS channels 20, 22, and 23,

or just 20 and 23; the latter combination presents the advantage
of producing the same level of quality using only two channels.
This is either supported by the obtained values of RMSE and
R2

adj for calibration and by the obtained values of RMSE for
validation.

The linear model for SEVIRI channel IR8.7 relies on MODIS
band 29. A value of 0.009 in RMSE was obtained for both
calibration and validation.

As shown in Fig. 3, the spectral range of SEVIRI channel
IR10.8 contains the whole MODIS band 31 and just covers
a very small fraction of band 32. We have therefore tested
two linear models, one using just band 31 and the other using
bands 31 and 32. Obtained results indicate that adding band
32 does not lead to a significant improvement in the quality of
the model fit, and this may be attributed to the small fraction
of band 32 that is covered by IR10.8. The good performance
of the linear model based on a single channel translates into
the obtained value of 0.007 (0.006) of RMSE for calibration
(validation).

In the case of SEVIRI channel IR12.0, Fig. 3 clearly shows
that the spectral range of IR12.0 entirely covers MODIS band
32 and a fraction of band 31. Unlike in the previous case, the
inclusion of MODIS band 31 as a second predictor leads to a
decrease in RMSE from 0.002 to 0.001.

In summary, the following linear models were chosen as
the most adequate to estimate SEVIRI TIR emissivities from
MODIS information:

εSEVIRI_IR3.9 =0.579εMODIS_20

+ 0.403εMODIS_23 + 0.017 (7)

εSEVIRI_IR8.7 =1.030εMODIS_29 − 0.032 (8)

εSEVIRI_IR10.8 =1.023εMODIS_31 − 0.025 (9)
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Fig. 4. Measured and predicted values of emissivity in SEVIRI channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8, and IR12.0 with respect to the linear models given by (7)–(10).
White and black circles respectively identify the calibration and validation data sets.

Fig. 5. MOD11C3 Monthly CMG Emissivity Product for July 2006 and with respect to bands 20, 23, 29, 30, 31, and 32.

εSEVIRI_IR12.0 =0.882εMODIS_31

+ 0.090εMODIS_32 + 0.027. (10)

The adequacy of the chosen models is illustrated in Fig. 4 that
presents the measured laboratory emissivity values in SEVIRI
channels from ASTER (calibration) and MODIS-UCSB (val-
idation) and the respective predicted values based on MODIS
emissivities and from (7)–(10).

B. Comparison With LSA-SAF Emissivity Product

Fig. 5 presents the MOD11C3 monthly CMG LST/LSE
product that was used as input data to the linear models. The
emissivity fields consist of monthly averages for July 2006
and cover a region from 80◦ S to 80◦ N and from 80◦ W to
80◦ E with a resolution of 0.05◦ × 0.05◦. After applying the
linear models, the obtained results were reprojected onto the

Fig. 6. Limits of the Eur, NAfr, SAfr, and SAme LSA-SAF windows defined
within the SEVIRI full disk.



PERES et al.: LAND-SURFACE EMISSIVITY RETRIEVAL IN MSG–SEVIRI TIR CHANNELS USING MODIS DATA 5593

Fig. 7. LSA-SAF emissivity product and SEVIRI emissivity derived using MOD11C3 product displayed in Fig. 2 and from (7)–(10), and the difference between
them over SEVIRI full disk for channels IR3.9 and IR8.7 for July 2006.

Fig. 8. As in Fig. 7, but with respect to SEVIRI channels IR10.8 and IR12.0.

so-called normalized geostationary projection (NGP) of MSG
[36] using the nearest neighbor resampling method. The pro-
jection represents an idealized Earth as viewed from a virtual

satellite located over the equator at the nominal longitude of
0◦. Since NGP pixels are smaller than those from MOD11C3,
original values of LSE are preserved throughout reprojection.
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TABLE III
EMISSIVITY MEAN AND STANDARD DEVIATION FOR EACH SEVIRI CHANNEL AND LSA-SAF WINDOW

The operational SEVIRI LSA-SAF emissivity product and
the results from SEVIRI emissivity maps based on MODIS
data were compared taking into account the spatial and spectral
consistency of both maps over the four LSA-SAF windows
defined within the SEVIRI full disk, namely, Europe (Eur),
North Africa (NAfr), South Africa (SAfr), and South America
(SAme). The limits of the four windows are shown in Fig. 6.
Figs. 7 and 8 present examples of the spatial distribution for
July 2006 of the operational SEVIRI LSA-SAF emissivity
product and of the derived SEVIRI emissivity from MOD11C3
over the SEVIRI full disk for channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8,
and IR12.0. Both products are quite spatially consistent in chan-
nels IR3.9 and IR8.7, except over the Saharan and the Arabian
Peninsula regions where Fig. 7 presents uniform emissivity
values in the LSA-SAF emissivity product whereas the SEVIRI
emissivity maps from MODIS show that emissivity strongly
varies in space. The SEVIRI emissivity maps based on MODIS
show values that are in agreement with laboratory measure-
ments from ASTER and MODIS-UCSB libraries. Emissivities
over densely vegetated areas (e.g., tropical rain forests located
in the SAfr and SAme windows) have larger values and show
less variability than over dry soils and rocks (e.g., the bare
soils located over the Sahara Desert and the Arabian Peninsula
in the NAfr window). Table III presents the mean and the
standard deviation computed from the SEVIRI emissivity maps
based on MODIS for each channel and LSA-SAF window,
and it may be noted that results obtained are also consistent
with laboratory measurements (see Fig. 2). The lowest mean
emissivity values occur in SEVIRI channel IR3.9 for all LSA-
SAF windows, except for NAfr that occurs in channel IR8.7
where the mean emissivity (0.870) is slightly lower than that
of IR3.9 (0.884). In addition, values of the standard deviation
of emissivity in channels IR3.9 and IR8.7 for the NAfr window
are also remarkably larger than the variability in the remaining
channels. The largest variability occurs in the NAfr window
for all channels. The lowest mean emissivity values in IR10.8
and IR12.0 also occur over the NAfr window. This conspicuous
spectral behavior of emissivity over NAfr, which is also well
apparent in Fig. 7, may be explained by the presence of deserts
that may be composed by very different surface types such
as regions of sand, exposed bedrock outcrops, and dry soils.
The observed heterogeneity is especially pronounced due to the
reststrahlen features of silicates, leading to a marked difference
between quartz-rich regions and regions that lack silicates.
Moreover, the reststrahlen emissivity minima for quartz occur
at channel IR8.7 where low emissivity values (around 0.67) can

be observed in the Sahara and Arabian Peninsula, resulting in
the lowest mean emissivity (0.870) and the highest standard
deviation (0.087). As expected and in agreement with results
in Fig. 2, channel IR10.8 systematically presents mean values
lower than that of channel IR12.0, and both channels reveal a
rather smooth spatial variability over the four windows, with
standard deviations varying between 0.008 and 0.010.

The spatial discrepancies between SEVIRI LSA-SAF
emissivity product and SEVIRI emissivity maps based on
MOD11C3 for channels IR10.8 and IR12.0 shown in Fig. 8
indicate that the inconsistencies are more noticeable in the
African continent. The LSA-SAF product presents the maxi-
mum emissivity values at Central Africa within Gabon, Re-
public of the Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
Uganda where the tropical rain forest (broadleaf evergreen) is
located. On the other hand, the maximum values in the derived
SEVIRI emissivity from MODIS are located at the south part of
Central Africa, namely, Angola, and also in part of the Eastern
Africa and Southern Africa. The emissivity transition between
the Central Africa and the Sahara Desert is also more abrupt
in the LSA-SAF product than in the derived SEVIRI emissivity
maps where the change is more gradual.

The differences between SEVIRI LSA-SAF emissivity prod-
uct and SEVIRI emissivity maps based on MOD11C3 were ini-
tially assessed based on the bias and RMSE for all pixels within
the SEVIRI full disk for July 2006. Results shown in Figs. 7
and 8 indicate that, with the exception of channel IR3.9 (bias
around −0.06), the LSA-SAF product overestimates emissivity
on the order of 0.02 for all considered channels and, also, that
the highest differences are found in channel IR3.9 (RMSE equal
to 0.08), followed by IR8.7 (RMSE around 0.05). In the case of
channels IR10.8 and IR12.0, the differences have almost the
same magnitude, presenting RMSE values around 0.03.

Based on the previous results shown in Figs. 7 and 8 and
Table III, a comparison between the operational SEVIRI LSA-
SAF emissivity product and the SEVIRI emissivity maps de-
rived using MOD11C3 is also performed focusing on the NAfr
window, where emissivity is highly variable and where it is
expected, on the one hand, that the highest LSA-SAF errors
are located and, on the other hand, that the day/night algorithm
allows a proper characterization of emissivity. The poor perfor-
mance of the LSA-SAF product in the North Africa window
is expected and may be explained by taking into consideration
that such product presents uniform emissivity values for a large
territorial extension (Sahara Desert and Arabian Peninsula).
Although the large spatial heterogeneity of emissivity is due
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Fig. 9. LSA-SAF emissivity product for SEVIRI channels (upper left panels) IR3.9, (upper right panels) IR8.7, (lower left panels) IR10.8, and (lower right
panels) IR12.0 with respect to NAfr window for January, April, July, and October 2006.

to the diversity of soils, sands, and rocks, the IGBP land cover
categorizes such areas under a single class, and therefore, the
variability among the averaged emissivity values is higher,
contributing to the overall product uncertainty in this window.

The operational LSA-SAF emissivity product for SEVIRI
channels IR3.9, IR8.7, IR10.8, and IR12.0 with respect to the
North Africa window is shown in Fig. 9 for January, April,
July, and October 2006, whereas Fig. 10 depicts the obtained
SEVIRI emissivity maps from MODIS. The annual variation
of the differences between the SEVIRI LSA-SAF product and
SEVIRI emissivity from the MOD11C3 product is shown in
Fig. 11. Results shown in Table IV confirm that, with the
exception of channel IR3.9 (bias varying from −0.05 to −0.08),
the LSA-SAF product, in the NAfr window and along the
year, tends to have higher values of emissivity (on the order
of 0.03) than the product based on MOD11C3. For channel
IR3.9 (see Fig. 8) the highest discrepancies occur in January
with a bias (RMSE) of −0.08 (0.09), whereas the smallest
ones occur in October where the emissivity bias (RMSE) is
−0.05 (0.06). In the case of channel IR8.7, July presents the
worst agreement with a bias (RMSE) of 0.03 (0.07), whereas
the best performance occurs in January where the LSA-SAF
product has a bias (RMSE) of 0.02 (0.06). For channels IR10.8
and IR12.0, the LSA-SAF product retrieves emissivity with

bias (RMSE) varying from 0.01 to 0.03 (0.02 to 0.03). Apart
from channel IR3.9, the emissivity differences seem to follow
the seasonal change in vegetation, with the largest differences
occurring during the vegetation growth in spring and summer
and the smallest ones during the vegetation decline in fall and
winter. For the NAfr window, the worst (best) agreement occurs
in April and July (October and January). These results suggest
that emissivity differences rise as the vegetation amount starts
increasing.

C. Impact on LST

The impact on the LST of the new SEVIRI emissivity maps
derived from MOD11C3 was assessed using the following SW
algorithm [37], [38]:

Ts = a0 + a1T10.8 + a2(T10.8 − T12.0)

+ a3(T10.8 − T12.0)
2 + a4(1− ε) + a5Δε (11)

where T10.8 and T12.0 are the brightness temperatures in SE-
VIRI channels IR10.8 and IR12.0, ε = (ε10.8 + ε12.0)/2 is the
average emissivity in SEVIRI channels IR10.8 and IR12.0,
Δε = (ε10.8 − ε12.0) is the emissivity difference between the
two channels, and ak (k = 0 to 5) denotes SW coefficients that
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Fig. 10. As in Fig. 9, but with respect to SEVIRI emissivity derived from MOD11C3 product and from (7)–(10).

were estimated by regression analysis using radiative transfer
simulations by MODTRAN4 for a wide variety of atmospheric
and surface conditions that are likely to be encountered within
the MSG disk.

1) Atmospheric temperature and humidity profiles: The
database relies on atmospheric temperature and humidity
profiles from 499 profiles available in the Thermody-
namic Initial Guess Retrieval (TIGR3) database. The
minimum air temperature at 2 m (the first level), Ta, is
240 K, and the maximum value is 315 K, whereas the
water vapor ranges from 0.2 to 6.0 g · cm−2.

2) LST: We have considered LST as varying around Ta, from
Ta − 10.0 K to Ta + 15.0 K in steps of 5.0 K.

3) Land-surface emissivity: Based on results from [17], ε
was considered as varying from 0.90 to 0.99 in steps of
0.01, and Δε was considered as varying from −0.01 to
0.01 in steps of 0.01.

4) Satellite zenith angles (SZAs): We have selected eight
satellite zenith angles covering a range of values from
nadir to 60.0◦.

In order to obtain an operational SW algorithm, we have also
derived a single algorithm that explicitly takes into account the
SEVIRI SZA. For this purpose, we have derived a set of new
coefficients (b0k, b1k, and b2k) by fitting the SW coefficients

ak to a quadratic function of SZA, as computed for the eight
specific SZAs (ranging from nadir to 60◦)

ak = b0k + b1k cos(SZA) + b2k cos(SZA)2. (12)

Finally, a comparison between the LST retrievals obtained
with the aforementioned SW algorithm was performed using
as input the two following sources of information: 1) SEVIRI
LSA-SAF emissivity product, Ts(εSEVIRI), and 2) SEVIRI
emissivity maps from MOD11C3, Ts(εMODIS). MSG obser-
vations, performed every 15 min, were selected within the
NAfr window on the 15th of January, February, March, and
April 2013. The presence of clouds is detected based on the
cloud mask (CLM) product from the European Organisation for
the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT),
which describes the scene type on a pixel level. Each pixel is
classified as one of the following four types: clear sky over
water, clear sky over land, cloud, or not processed. Results with
respect to the spatial distribution of the differences between
Ts(εSEVIRI) and Ts(εMODIS) for 15 UTC are shown in Fig. 12.
Table V also shows the bias and RMSE for all pixels within
the NAfr and MSG observations along the selected day (96
daily observations). It may be noted that, as shown in Table IV,
the LSA-SAF product has higher values of emissivity (from
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Fig. 11. Difference between SEVIRI LSA-SAF product and SEVIRI emissivity from MOD11C3 product for SEVIRI channels (upper left panels) IR3.9, (upper
right panels) IR8.7, (lower left panels) IR10.8, and (lower right panels) IR12.0 with respect to NAfr window for January, April, July, and October 2006.

TABLE IV
BIAS AND RMSE FOR SEVIRI CHANNELS BASED ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SEVIRI LSA-SAF PRODUCT AND

SEVIRI EMISSIVITY BASED ON MOD11C3 PRODUCT FOR JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, AND NOVEMBER 2006

0.01 to 0.03) in channels IR10.8 and IR12.0 within the NAfr
window, leading to lower values of LST by the SW algorithm
(ranging from −0.4 to −1.0 K), as shown in Table V. This
behavior is nevertheless not observed for all pixels within
the NAfr window (see Fig. 12) since the LST retrieved with
(11) does vary not only according to the average emissivity
in SEVIRI channels IR10.8 and IR12.0 ε but also according
to the emissivity difference between the two channels, Δε.
The RMSE value around 1.6 K is almost constant during
the considered months. Together with the results obtained in
Section III-B, the results in this section confirm the determinant

role of emissivity accuracy on the quality of the LST retrievals
based on SW algorithms. The total LST error will even be
higher since the uncertainties introduced by the atmospheric
correction and the instrument noise were not taken into account.

IV. CONCLUSION

Different regression models were built up that allow ex-
pressing emissivity in SEVIRI channels IR3.9, IR18.7, IR10.8,
and IR12.0 as a linear combination of values of emissivity
as derived from MODIS data. The different linear regressions
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Fig. 12. Difference between LST retrieved using the SEVIRI LSA-SAF emissivity product and the SEVIRI emissivity maps from MOD11C3 within the NAfr
window for the 15th day of January, February, March, and April 2013 at 15 UTC.

TABLE V
BIAS AND RMSE FOR ALL PIXELS WITHIN THE NAfr WINDOW AND

THE 96 MSG OBSERVATIONS ALONG THE SELECTED DAY BASED

ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LST RETRIEVED USING THE

SEVIRI LSA-SAF EMISSIVITY PRODUCT AND THE

SEVIRI EMISSIVITY MAPS FROM MOD11C3

were calibrated using 182 samples from JHU and JPL spectral
libraries and from data provided by John W. Salisbury. The
models were validated against 134 samples from the MODIS-
UCSB Emissivity Library. The quality of model fit was assessed
by means of the adjusted coefficient of determination and
RMSE in both stages of calibration and validation. The values
of RMSE are less than 0.01 for the most suitable equations. It
may be noted that this value does not take into account errors
that are inherent to the MODIS products, which may vary from
0.0075 to 0.015 over bare and sparse vegetated areas when
emissivity is evaluated using the day/night algorithm [27].

The calibrated linear models were applied to the MOD11C3
product, which were then reprojected onto the SEVIRI full disk.
The MOD11C3 product is retrieved using the day/night method
that allows a simultaneous retrieval of LST and emissivity.
The choice of the product was due to the fact that MOD11C3
is capable of providing accurate results in semiarid and arid
regions where the LSA-SAF emissivity product has revealed
poor accuracy due to the difficulty in combining laboratory

emissivity measurements to characterize barren, desert, or bare
soil surface types in classification maps.

The operational SEVIRI LSA-SAF product and the new
emissivity product based on MODIS data were compared tak-
ing into account the spatial and spectral consistency of both
maps over the SEVIRI full disk. Results over the NAfr window
indicate that, with the exception of channel IR3.9 (bias vary-
ing from −0.05 to −0.08), the operational LSA-SAF product
presents higher values of emissivity along the year with a
bias of about 0.03. RMSE varies from 0.06 to 0.09 for IR3.9
and is about 0.06 for IR8.7, whereas for channels IR10.8 and
IR12.0, emissivity is retrieved with RMSE varying from 0.02
to 0.03. The impact of the new emissivity maps on LST was
also assessed taking into account the differences between LST
retrievals based on LSA-SAF emissivity product and emissivity
maps from MOD11C3. The uncertainty in the LSE values from
the standard LSA-SAF emissivity product when used as input
to a SW algorithm may lead to LST values with bias ranging
from −0.4 K to −1.0 K and RMSE around 1.6 K. The total LST
error is expected to be even higher due to the error from the at-
mospheric correction and the instrument performance. Accord-
ingly, for surface and atmospheric conditions where the LST
goal accuracy of 2.0 K is not achieved by using the LSA-SAF
emissivity product, the new improved emissivity maps based
on MOD11C3 may be alternatively used, namely, over semiarid
and arid areas, which cover 26% of the land surfaces within the
SEVIRI full disk.

The validation of the operational LSA-SAF emissivity prod-
uct by means of comparisons between data retrieved from
satellite and from in situ point measurements has proven to be
especially challenging [38], [39]. The major problem relates
with the scale mismatch between ground point measurements
(3 to 50 cm) and the SEVIRI resolution (of about 5 km). The
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approach proposed in this paper may partially circumvent this
problem since it may be used to compare emissivity products as
derived from different satellite data and the respective impacts
that are to be expected on the retrieval of LST. For instance,
the linear models based on (3) may be applied using as in-
put a variety of available MODIS products, namely, the new
MODIS-TES (MOD21_L2) product developed at JPL using the
TES algorithm [40]. Similar linear regression models as those
proposed here may also be developed and applied for other in-
orbit sensors (e.g., the NOAA AVHRR and the Geostationary
Operational Environmental (GOES) Imager).

By allowing a proper comparison between the LSA SAF
and the suite of MODIS emissivity products, linear regression
models such as those developed in this paper may be used to
assess the overall consistency of emissivity maps, particularly
those operationally used by the LSA SAF. The procedure will
also allow assessing the performance of different emissivity–
temperature separation methods that have been developed
to estimate emissivity from MSG/SEVIRI, namely, the two-
temperature method [1], the hybrid method [38], [39], and
the temperature-independent spectral index method [35], [41].
When using such methods, SEVIRI emissivity maps derived
from MODIS data may be further used to define more reliable
ranges of admissible solutions, leading to the definition of
narrower constraints in the space of solutions and, therefore,
to more reliable estimates of emissivity and LST.
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